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(54) INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an information 
distribution method, by which many unspecified terminals 
can download and reproduce contents, transfer the 
downloaded contents to other device or record the 
downloaded contents to other recording medium for 
reproduction by the other device, a diversified recording 
media can be used and unauthorized use of contents 
can be prevented fully. 

SOLUTION: This method employs an IC card 24, that 
records an ID by each user to identify a user and a 
secret key by each user used, for identifying the user 
and for encrypting/decrypting data. A mobile phone 30, 
to which the IC card 24 is loaded, is connected to a 
server 50 via a communication line, and the server 50 
authenticates the user by using the ID and the secret 
key in the IC card 24. When the server 50 authenticates 
the user, the server 50 distributes encrypted contents, 
by using the same secret key as that in the IC card 24 
to the mobile phone 30. The distributed contents are 
decrypted and reproduced, by using the secret key in the IC card 24 
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